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ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 
FOR  THE  TARVIN  RURAL  DISTRICT  FOR  THE  YEAR 

1968 


To  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE  COUNCIL. 
Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  pleasure  in  presenting  to  you  my  Annual  Report  on 
the  health  of  the  Tarvin  Rural  District  for  the  year  1968. 

The  corrected  birth  rate  of  19.2  shows  a  decrease  on  the 
previous  year.  The  corrected  death  rate  of  10.79  shows  a  slight 
fall  on  the  rate  per  thousand  of  the  estimated  population  for  1967. 

The  birth  rate  for  England  and  Wales  was  16.9  and  the  death 
rate  was  11.9. 

There  were  eight  infant  deaths  under  one  year  of  age  of  which 
six  children  died  under  the  age  of  one  week.  Such  deaths  in  the 
first  week  are  usually  associated  with  difficult  deliveries  or 
congenital  abnormalities  of  the  child. 

Measles  continues  to  be  the  most  common  of  the  notifiable 
diseases.  During  the  year  the  expected  immunisation  campaign 
against  measles  was  started  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  in  the  middle 
of  the  year.  However,  unfortunately  before  the  campaign  could 
get  fully  into  its  stride,  one  of  the  two  main  vaccines  being  used  in 
the  campaign  had  to  be  withdrawn  and  therefore  no  marked 
impact  on  the  frequency  of  infection  has  resulted. 

During  the  year  there  was  an  outbreak  of  food  poisoning 
occurring  in  Liverpool  when  44  cases  of  severe  illness  was  shown 
to  be  caused  by  the  consumption  of  chickens  infected  with 
Salmonella  Virchow.  Investigations  showed  that  frozen  chickens 
from  a  Packing  Station  in  mid-Cheshire  were  responsible.  This 
Packing  Station  was  the  centre  of  a  farming  co-operative  which 
had  breeding  flocks  and  hatcheries  in  several  areas  of  Cheshire. 
Tarvin  Rural  District  had  several  of  these  breeding  and  rearing 
units  in  its  area  and  the  department  was  able  to  assist  the  Ministry 
of  Agriculture  in  the  very  detailed  and  involved  investigation  which 
was  necessary  to  track  down  the  path  of  infection  in  the  birds. 

Towards  the  end  of  the  year  the  Council  was  giving  active 
consideration  towards  the  introduction  of  a  paper  sack  system  of 
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refuse  collection.  This  form  of  collection  has  much  to  commend 
itself  both  from  a  Public  Health  point  of  view  where  the  amount 
of  dust  and  loose  portions  of  refuse  are  contained  within  the  paper 
sacks  and  not  scattered  when  dustbins  are  emptied  into  the  refuse 
vehicles.  Also  it  is  an  improvement  from  the  Occupational  Health 
point  of  view  of  the  men  concerned  with  the  collection  of  refuse. 
The  work  is  cleaner.  They  are  able  to  do  a  greater  amount  of 
houses  in  the  working  day  and  also  the  amount  of  weight  to  be 
lifted  within  the  working  day  is  greatly  reduced. 

Included  at  the  end  of  the  report  is  an  extract  from  my  Annual 
Report  as  Divisional  Medical  Officer  to  the  South-West  Cheshire 
Division,  of  which  Tarvin  Rural  District  is  a  part. 

I  wish  to  thank  the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  and  the  staff 
of  the  Health  Department  for  their  help  and  assistance  during  the 
year. 

I  am. 

Your  Obedient  Servant, 

DR.  W.  A.  POLLITT, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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TARVIN  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 
General  Provisions  of  Health  Services  for  the  Area 


MEMBERS  OF  THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  COMMITTEE  1968 

Councillor  Charles  Moss  (Chairman) 

„  G.  W.  Penk  (Vice-Chairman) 

„  F.  Newport 

„  F.  N.  Craddock 

„  J.  Probin,  J.P. 

„  Rev.  E.  H.  Barnes  (Chairman  of  the  Council) 

„  R.  S.  Dutton 

„  J.  F.  Windsor 

„  H.  Dimeloe 

„  D.  C.  Mosford 

„  E.  S.  Ousley-Smith 

„  Mrs.  M.  P.  Chantler 

„  B.  S.  Jones 

„  P.  E.  Trevor-Barnston 

„  A.  Anderson 

„  A.  Morrey 

„  J.  M.  Allwood 

„  J.  M.  Done 

Clerk  to  the  Council: 

Edward  J.  Lloyd,  F.C.C.S.,  A.M.B.I.M. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS 


Medical  Officer  of  Health: 

W.  A.  Pollitt,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P.,  D.P.H.  Office:  St.  Martin’s 
House,  Princess  Street,  Chester.  Tel.  Chester  27161. 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector,  Rodent  Officer  and  Petroleum 
Officer: 

R.  Mason,  M.R.S.H.,  M.A.P.H.I.,  Public  Health  Inspector’s 
Certificate  (Joint  Board),  Meat  and  Food  Inspector’s 
Certificate  (R.S.H.). 


Deputy  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector: 

J.  K.  Hughes,  M.A.P.H.I.,  Public  Health  Insoector’s  Certificate 
(Joint  Board);  Meat  and  Food  Inspector’s  Certificate  (R.S.H.). 
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Additional  Public  Health  Inspector: 

D.  P.  McLaren,  M.A.P.H.I.,  Public  Health  Inspector’s 
Certificate  (Joint  Board);  Meat  and  Food  Inspector’s 
Certificate  (R.S.H.). 

Clerk/Typist:  Miss  P.  A.  Davies  (To  August). 

Mrs.  J.  Conlon  (From  September). 

Clerk:  Miss  V.  Poynton. 

Rodent  Operative:  H.  Williamson. 


MEDICAL  SERVICES 

(a)  Laboratory  Facilities 

The  services  of  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service,  Chester, 
and  of  Harold  Lowe,  Esq.,  M.Sc.,  F.I.C.,  Assay  Office,  are 
utilised  for  bacteriological  and  chemical  examinations 
respectively. 

(b)  Ambulance  Facilities 

Cases  of  infectious  disease  are  removed  to  Clatterbridge 
Isolation  Hospital,  Clatterbridge.  Cases  of  sickness  and 
accident  are  removed  to  the  Chester  Royal  Infirmary  or  the 
General  Hospital,  Clatterbridge,  by  the  ambulance  of  the 
Cheshire  County  Council  supplemented  by  the  Chester  City 
Ambulance  as  an  Agency  Service. 

(c)  Nursing  in  the  Home 

There  are  District  Nurses  engaged  in  all  the  larger  villages  for 
attendance  on  the  sick. 

The  trained  Health  Visitors  of  the  County  Council  also  visit 
the  homes  in  the  District  for  the  purpose  of  advice,  inspection 
and  assistance  under  the  maternity,  child-welfare,  tuberculosis. 
Home  Help  and  welfare  of  the  aged  schemes. 

(d)  Treatment  Centres  and  Clinics,  including  clinics  solely  for  the 
areas  are  as  follows: 

Farndon,  Tattenhall,  Tarvin,  Kelsall,  Malpas,  Waverton  and 
Ashton — Infant  Welfare. 

Upton — Ante  and  Post  Natal,  Infant  Welfare,  Dental. 

Chester — Eye,  Audiology,  Speech  Therapy,  Orthodontics  and 
Cervical  Smears. 
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(e)  Hospitals 

The  Chester  Royal  Infirmary,  Chester  City  Hospital  and  the 
General  Hospital  at  Clatterbridge  are  available  for  residents 
in  the  area. 

There  are,  in  addition,  smaller  Cottage  Hospitals  in  the 
neighbourhood,  which  receive  patients  from  the  area,  viz.: 
Tarporley  and  Whitchurch. 

Larger  Hospitals  are  also  available  in  Liverpool. 


STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA 

The  Tarvin  Rural  District,  which  contains  many  miles  of 
beautiful  country  lanes  and  many  acres  of  valuable  farmland,  was 
formed  in  1936  by  amalgamating  the  major  portions  of  Tarvin  and 
Malpas  Rural  Districts  which  were  separate  Authorities  prior  to 
that  date. 

Considerable  development  has  taken  place  in  the  larger 
villages  during  the  past  few  years,  but  the  area  is  still  almost 
entirely  agricultural  and  residential. 

Farming  is  the  largest  labour  employing  occupation,  but  there 
is  a  gradual  drift  into  the  building  industry  and  into  manufacturing 
industries  situated  in  neighbouring  areas. 


Population 

R.G.’s  estimate — mid-year .  16,930 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  according  to  Rate 
Books  .  5,602 

Number  of  houses  built  (i.e.  completed  in  1968): 

Private  Enterprise .  260 

Council  .  26 

Rateable  Value  at  1st  April,  1968  .  £466,566 

Product  of  Id.  Rate  at  1st  April,  1968  £1,840 
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EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  1968 
Births 

Live  Births  Male  Female  Total 

Legitimate  .  ...  163  144  307 

Illegitimate  .  12  9  21 

175  153  328 


Crude  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  estimated  resident 


population  .  19.4 

Registrar  General’s  Comparability  Factor  for  Births  ...  0.99 

Corrected  Birth  Rate  .  19.2 

Illegitimate  Live  Births  per  cent  of  total  Live  Births  ...  6.8 

Still  Births  .  3 

Stillbirth  Rate  per  1,000  Live  and  Still  Births  .  9 

Total  Live  and  Still  Births .  331 

Deaths 


Male  Female  Total 

103  82  185 

Crude  Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident  pop.  10.9 
Registrar  General’s  Comparability  Factor  for  Deaths  ...  0.99 

Corrected  Death  Rate  .  10.79 


TABLE  OF  COMPARISONS  FOR  LAST  DECADE 

Estimated 


Tarvin 

Eng.  & 

Tarvin 

Eng.  & 

Pop. 

Natural 

R.D. 

WaJes 

R.D. 

Wales 

R.G. 

Increase 

1959  ... 

16.2 

16.5 

12.60 

11.6 

14,770 

38 

1960  ... 

15.6 

17.1 

9.7 

11.5 

14,780 

70 

1961  ... 

15.9 

17.4 

11.5 

12.0 

14,500 

46 

1962  ... 

16.7 

18.0 

13.2 

11.9 

14,610 

33 

1963  ... 

16.2 

18.2 

12.8 

12.2 

15,000 

54 

1964  ... 

17.8 

18.4 

12.8 

11.3 

15,370 

65 

1965  ... 

19.2 

18.0 

11.5 

11.5 

15,790 

106 

1966  ... 

16.1 

17.7 

11.2 

11,7 

16,070 

65 

1967  ... 

20.6 

17.2 

11.1 

11.2 

16,380 

127 

1968  ... 

19.2 

16.9 

10.8 

11.9 

16,930 

143 
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MATERNAL  MORTALITY  (excluding  Abortion) 

From  Puerperal  Sepsis  .  Nil 

From  other  Puerperal  or  Maternal  Causes  .  Nil 

INFANT  MORTALITY 

Deaths  of  infants  under  1  year  of  age: 

Male  Female  Total 

Legitimate  .  4  4  8 

Illegitimate  .  —  —  — 

4  4  8 


Infant  Mortality  Rate,  i.e.  deaths  of  infants  under  1  year 

per  1,000  live  births  .  24.4 

Legitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  26.0 
Illegitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  Nil 
Infant  Mortality  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  .  18.0 

NEO -NATAL  MORTALITY 

Deaths  of  infants  under  FOUR  WEEKS  of  age: 

Male  Female  Total 

Legitimate  .  3  3  6 

Illegitimate  .  —  —  — 

Neo-Natal  Mortality  Rate  (Deaths  under  four  weeks  per 

1,000  live  births)  .  18.3 

Rate  for  England  and  Wales  .  12.3 

EARLY  NEO-NATAL  MORTALITY 

Deaths  of  infants  under  ONE  WEEK  of  age: 

Male  Female  Total 

Legitimate  .  3  3  6 

Illegitimate  .  —  —  — 

Early  Neo -Natal  Mortality  Rate  (Deaths  under  one  week 

per  1,000  live  births) .  18.3 

Rate  for  England  and  Wales  .  10.5 

Perinatal  Mortality  Rate  (Stillbirths  and  deaths  under  one 

week  combined  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births)  ...  26.7 

Rate  for  England  and  Wales  .  25.0 
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Cause  of  Death 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System  ... 
Other  Infective  and  Parasitic  Diseases  . . . 
Malignant  Neoplasm — Stomach 
Malignant  Neoplasm — Lung,  Bronchus 

Malignant  Neoplasm — Breast . 

Leukaemia  . 

Other  Malignant  Neoplasms,  etc. 

Diabetes  Mellitus  . 

Other  Endocrine,  etc.  Diseases 

Anaemias  . 

Mental  Disorders  . 

Other  Diseases  of  Nervous  System,  etc. 
Chronic  Rheumatic  Heart  Disease 

Hypertensive  Disease  . 

Ischaemic  Heart  Disease  . 

Other  forms  of  Heart  Disease . 

Cerebrovascular  Disease  . 

Other  Diseases  of  Circulatory  System 

Influenza . 

Pneumonia  . 

Bronchitis  and  Emphysema  . 

Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  System 
Intestinal  Obstruction  and  Hernia 

Nephritis  and  Neohrosis  . 

Hyperplasia  of  Prostate  . 

Other  Diseases,  Genito -Urinary  System 
Diseases  of  Musculo -Skeletal  System  ... 

Congenital  Anomalies . 

Birth  Injury,  Difficult  Labour,  etc. 
Other  causes  of  Perinatal  Mortality  ... 
Symptoms  and  Ill -defined  conditions  ... 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents  . 

All  Other  Accidents  . 

Suicide  and  Self-Inflicted  Injuries 
All  Other  External  Causes  . 


Total 
All  Ages 
M  F 

1  — 

1  1 

4  2 

8  1 

—  1 

2  1 

13  4 

3  1 

—  1 

1  — 

—  1 

1  1 

1  4 

3  — 

21  21 

6  7 

11  12 

2  4 

1  1 

4  5 

4  2 

—  1 

—  1 

—  2 

—  2 

1  1 

—  1 

3  — 

1  1 

—  2 

2  — 

4  — 

2  2 

1  — 

—  1 


Total  All  Causes  ...  103  82 


Conditions  to  which  the  largest  number 

of  deaths  are 

attributed 

are  as  follows: 

1968 

1967 

Heart  Diseases  . 

60 

55 

Cancer  (all  sites)  . 

36 

41 

Cerebral  and  Nervous  Diseases 

26 

40 
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PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS 
AND  OTHER  DISEASES 

Notifiable  Diseases  (other  than  tuberculosis)  during  the  year  1968 


Diseases 

Smallpox  . 

Scarlet  Fever  . 

Diphtheria  . 

Enteric  and  Paratyphoid 
Puerperal  Pyrexia 

Pneumonia  . 

Cerebro  Spinal  Meningitis 

Dysentery  . 

Encephalitis  lethargica... 

Erysipelas  . 

Measles . 

Ophthalmia  neonatorum 

Poliomyelitis  . 

Whooping  Cough 

Salmonella  F.P . 

Meningitis  . 

Totals  . 


Cases 

Total  Admitted 
Cases  to 

Notified  Hospital  Deaths 

6  —  — 

1  —  — 

1  —  — 

82  —  — 

7  —  — 

1  —  — 

189  —  — 


NUMBER  OF  CASES  OF  DIPHTHERIA  NOTIFIED  IN  THE 

DISTRICT 

1936—1947  .  156 

1948—1968  .  Nil 
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BRUCELLA  ABORTUS  INFECTION 


There  is  active  co-operation  with  the  Cheshire  County  Council 
Health  Department  on  the  above,  and  my  directive  issued  on  action 
to  be  taken  where  samples  show  positive  results  when  cultured,  is 
helping  to  reduce  the  consumption  of  raw  brucella  infected  milk. 

The  following  figures  were  received  from  the  Cheshire  County 
Council  (for  Tarvin  R.D.C.) : 


Total 

submitted 

Milk 

Ring 

Test 

Positive 

Number 

Brucella 

Positive 

Bulk  samples  . 

26 

4 

2 

Dealer  samples  (Herd  samples) 

107 

10 

2 

Individual  cow  samples . 

226 

29 

18 

359 

43 

22 

There  are  10  dairy  herds  in  the  Tarvin  Rural  District  from 
which  milk  is  sold  raw  to  the  public.  Approximate  daily  gallonage 
is  360  gallons. 

The  only  effective  long-term  policy  would  be  the  introduction 
of  a  Ministry -sponsored  Attested  herd  scheme — but  in  the  short¬ 
term,  the  general  public  should  be  encouraged  only  to  consume 
pasteurised  milk  in  which  any  brucella  infection  is  destroyed. 

Two  cases  of  human  infection  with  Brucella  Abortus  were 
reported  during  the  year. 
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REPORT 

OF  THE  CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 
FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDING  DECEMBER,  1968 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

There  would  be  no  problem  in  writing  a  lengthy  introduction 
to  this  Report,  but  let  it  suffice  to  say  that  progress  and  develop¬ 
ment  in  all  sections  of  the  Department  and  the  Council  continued 
throughout  the  year.  This  is  detailed  in  the  following  pages. 

I  do,  however,  wish  to  acknowledge  the  loyalty  and  support 
given  to  me  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  all  the  staff. 
I  wish  to  record  my  appreciation  of  the  progressive  outlook 
shown  by  the  Council  and  Committees  in  all  recommendations 
made  to  improve  the  services  administered  by  the  Public  Health 
Department. 

The  co-operation  with  other  Officers  has  also  helped  in 
the  smooth  running  of  the  Department  and  my  thanks  are  given 
to  all  the  Councillors  and  officials  concerned. 


Your  Obedient  Servant, 

R.  MASON, 

M.R.S.H.,  M.A.P.H.I. 
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WATER 


Main  piped  water  supplies  are  received  from  three  statutory 
undertakers — The  Wrexham  and  East  Denbighshire  Water  Co., 
The  Chester  Waterworks  Co.  and  The  Mid-Cheshire  Water  Board. 
The  latter  supplies  over  90  per  cent  of  mains  water  to  the  District. 
All  water  supplies  are  adequate  in  quantity  and  do  not  contain 
sodium  fluoride. 

A  total  of  61  water  samples  were  submitted  for  analysis. 

The  Chief  Engineer  of  the  Mid -Cheshire  Water  Board  has 
supplied  the  following  information: 

“Extensive  housing  development  has  continued  and  mains 
extensions  have  been  carried  out  for  the  following  Estates: 

Broomheath,  Tarvin;  Beeston  View,  Old  Coach  Road,  Kelsall; 
Church  Street,  Kelsall;  Quarry  Lane,  Kelsall. 

Two  short  link-up  mains  at  Holland’s  Lane  and  Grub  Lane, 
Kelsall,  have  been  laid  to  eliminate  dead  ends  in  the  distribution 
system  and  provide  a  supply  to  new  premises.  A  short  mains 
extension  and  link-up  main  has  been  laid  at  Long  Lane,  Tilston, 
for  a  new  house. 

Future  proposals  include  a  supply  for  the  Willington  Estate 
and  mains  extensions  at  Chester  Road  Estate,  Tattenhall,  and 
Tilston  Green  Estate,  Tilston,  in  respect  of  4  farms  and  18 
cottages  and  65  houses  and  bungalows”. 

Housing  development  has  also  necessitated  mains  extensions 
in  Farndon  and  Waverton. 


HOUSING 

A  complete  revision  of  the  Register  of  Council  house  appli¬ 
cants  was  carried  out  during  the  year,  at  the  close  of  which  the 
number  on  the  register  was  233  compared  with  355  the  previous 
year,  taking  into  account  95  new  applications  received  during  the 
year.  Apart  from  the  revision  carried  out,  29  families  were 
removed  from  the  register  for  other  reasons  and  38  families  were 
rehoused. 

22  new  dwellings  were  occupied  during  the  year,  these  being 
12  flats  and  2  bungalows  at  Tattenhall  and  8  flats  at  Farndon 
(4  flats  at  Farndon  are  nearing  completion).  Two  existing 
dwellings  were  purchased  at  Broxton  and  occupied. 

Total  Council  dwellings  tenanted  at  31st  December,  1968:  791. 
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This  accommodation  is  distributed  as  follows: 


Ashton 
Barton 
Beeston 
Nomansheath 
Broxton 
Clotton 
Clutton 
Coddington  . 
Duddon 
Edge... 
Famdon 
Hampton 
Hargrave 
Horton 
Huxley 
•  Kelsall 
Larkton 
Malpas 
Oscroft 
Overton 
Shocklach 
Tarvin 
Tattenhall 
Tilston 
Tiverton 
Waverton 


Houses 

23 

7 
12 
20 
10 

8 

20 
4 
27 
14 
76 
4 
4 
2 
4 
56 
6 

114  20 

8  — 

2 
4 

60  10 

114  14 

30  4 

14 

34  — 


Total 

31 

7 
14 
20 
10 

8 

20 
4 
27 
14 
84 
4 
4 
2 
4 

12  68 

—  6 

12  146 

8 

—  2 

4 

—  70 

16  144 

34 
14 

8  42 


791 


677  58  56 


Bungalows  Flats 

8  — 

2 


The  Council’s  Engineer  and  Surveyor  has  reported  that  a  scheme 
is  being  prepared  for  improvements  to  16  Council  houses  at  The 
Crofts,  Farndon,  and  a  scheme  for  the  improvement  of  sewage 
disposal  facilities  at  Council  houses  at  Horton  Green,  Larkton  and 
Tiverton  has  received  Ministry  approval.  Improvements  to  the 
sewage  disposal  units  at  the  Council  houses  at  Huxley  and 
Hampton  were  completed  during  the  year. 

HOUSING  OF  OLD  PEOPLE 

The  Council  continue  to  consider  the  needs  of  elderly  people 
and,  included  in  the  additional  number  of  bungalows  and  flats 
under  construction,  provision  is  being  made  for  Warden  supervision 
of  specific  dwellings  in  Tattenhall  and  Famdon. 

The  Cheshire  County  Council  have  co-operated  with  this 
Council  in  the  necessary  arrangements  whereby  the  elderly  or 
invalid  persons  can  summon  the  assistance  of  the  Warden  by 
electric  bell  push. 
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There  is  other  accommodation  provided  for  Old  people  in  the 
district  at  the  Maria  Taylor  Almshouses  and  the  Cholmondeley 
Almshouses,  Malpas,  both  of  which  have  been  improved  to  modern 
standards  with  grant  aid. 

The  County  Council  administer  “The  Rookery”  at  Tattenhall. 


COUNCIL  GARAGES 

The  problem  of  tenants’  cars  left  out  at  night  on  housing  estate 
roads  and  verges  still  exists.  To  minimise  this,  the  Council  continue 
to  provide  blocks  of  lock-up  garages  for  the  existing  houses. 
Approval  has  been  received  for  garages  at  Ashton,  Waverton  and 
Tilston. 

Ninety-four  Council  garages  have  been  provided:  Farndon 
(12),  Kelsall  (10),  Malpas  (36),  Tattenhall  (24),  Edgecroft  (8), 
Gatesheath  (3)  and  Waverton  (1). 

New  houses  will  be  provided  with  garages  or  garage  space, 
which  is  a  requirement  of  the  Planning  Acts  to  prevent  this 
problem  increasing. 


SLUM  CLEARANCE 

In  this  scattered  rural  area  the  clearance  of  unfit  houses 
resolves  itself  into  dealing  with  premises  as  individually  unfit  and 
this  is  restricted  to  the  availability  of  Council  accommodation. 

Whenever  possible,  owners  of  this  type  of  dwellings  are 
encouraged  to  take  advantage  of  Grant  Aid  to  improve  the 
premises  and  so  maintain  the  available  stock  of  houses  in  the 
district. 


Summary  of  Housing  Action  taken  during  Post-War  period: 


Houses  on  which  Demolition  Orders 
have  been  made  . 

1946-67 

125 

1968 

2 

Total 

127 

Houses  on  which  Closing  Orders  have 
been  made  . 

58 

4 

62 

Unfit  houses  on  which  Undertakings  to 
make  them  fit  have  been  accepted 

38 

_ 

38 

Unfit  houses  on  which  Undertakings 
have  been  accepted  to  convert  to 
use  for  farm  stock  or  store.  (Not  to 
permit  human  habitation) . 

22 

22 

243  6  249 
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RENT  ACTS 

There  were  no  applications  for  a  Certificate  of  Disrepair  or 
for  cancellation  of  same  in  1968. 

A  Rent  Officer  has  been  appointed  at  the  County  Hall, 
Chester,  for  the  purposes  of  the  Act  of  1968. 

OVERCROWDING 

A  survey  taking  in  this  problem  has  not  been  completed  but 
preliminary  figures  suggest  that  whilst  many  houses  are  congested 
and  there  is  some  overcrowding  of  the  available  bedrooms,  over¬ 
crowding  by  legal  standards  is  very  slight  indeed  which  does  suggest 
that  these  standards  are  somewhat  archaic. 

STANDARD  GRANTS 

Thirty -two  enquiries  were  received  and  following  inspection 
and  discussion  on  the  sites,  30  applications  were  approved.  In  the 
previous  year  there  were  42  enquiries  and  27  approvals  given. 

Of  the  approved  applications,  12  were  in  respect  of  owner- 
occupiers  and  18  for  tenanted  dwellings.  In  the  previous  year 
these  numbers  were  16  and  11  respectively. 

It  is  pleasing  to  note  that  this  is  the  first  time  for  several  years 
that  approvals  for  tenanted  dwellings  have  exceeded  those  for 
owner-occupiers. 

18  applicants  requested  all  the  basic  amenities  and  of  the 
grants  approved  13  were  to  the  higher  limit.  Five  required  an 
additional  structure  to  form  a  bathroom  and  eight  cases  required 
the  construction  of  a  sewage  disposal  unit.  Two  dwellings  were 
provided  with  a  piped  water  supply  for  the  first  time. 

The  grants  ranged  from  £50  to  £223  with  a  total  value  of 
£4,927  (£4,407).  This  represents  an  average  of  £164  (£163)  per 
house.  Last  year’s  figures  in  brackets. 

The  actual  grants  approved  ranged  from  £40  to  £272  and  a 
total  value  of  £4,407  gave  an  average  of  £163  per  dwelling. 

INSPECTION  OF  DWELLING  HOUSES  DURING  THE  YEAR 

Number  of  houses  rendered  fit  by  informal  action  ...  54 

Number  of  houses  rendered  after  statutory  action  ...  — 

Number  of  Demolition  Orders  made .  2 

Number  of  Closing  Orders  made  .  4 

Number  on  which  Undertakings  accepted  not  to  re-let 

unfit  premises  but  convert  for  farm  stock  ...  — 

Number  on  which  Undertakings  were  cancelled  after 

dwellings  made  fit .  1 

Number  on  which  Undertakings  to  make  houses  fit 

offered  and  accepted  .  — 

Number  on  which  Demolition  or  Closing  Orders  were 

cancelled  after  dwelling  made  fit .  — 
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HOUSING  ACTS  1949-64 
DISCRETIONARY  IMPROVEMENT  GRANTS 

It  is  possible  that  many  owners  are  waiting  for  the  increased 
grants  promised  in  the  new  Housing  Act  as  only  three  applications 
were  approved  during  the  year — each  to  the  maximum  of  £400. 

Work  on  these  was  still  in  progress  at  the  close  of  the  year, 
but  previous  approvals  were  completed  and  a  total  payment  of 
£674  was  made. 


SEWERAGE 

The  Council’s  Engineer  and  Surveyor  has  provided  the 
following  information: 

Churton 

Last  year  it  was  reported  that  a  small  number  of  properties 
remained  unconnected  to  the  sewerage  system,  due  to  Foot  and 
Mouth  disease  restrictions.  These  premises  have  now  been 
connected. 

Waverton 

Construction  of  new  sewage  disposal  works  in  progress. 

Famdon 

Construction  of  extension  of  sewage  disposal  works  in  progress. 

Duddon 

Scheme  for  new  sewage  disposal  works  approved  by  the 
Ministry. 

Malpas 

Design  work  proceeding  for  new  sewage  disposal  works. 

REFUSE  COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL 

To  change  a  system  of  refuse  collection  from  one  that  has 
only  had  to  cater  for  essentially  rural  areas  to  one  that  has  to 
accommodate  urbanised  development  calls  for  urgent  measures. 

The  Public  Health  Committee  and  the  Council  have 
appreciated  this  fact  and  authorised  the  introduction  of  the  paper 
sack  system  for  the  storage  of  domestic  refuse  in  the  areas  where 
development  is  most  rapid,  with  an  extension  to  other  villages  as 
soon  as  practicable.  The  provision  of  large  impellor  loading 
vehicles  are  to  replace  side  loaders  and  a  mechanical  shovel 
introduced  for  tip  control  work. 

Apart  from  the  latter  item,  these  proposals  have  to  be 
implemented  but  I  anticipate  that  next  year  I  will  be  able  to  report 
satisfactory  progress  in  this  field. 
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SALVAGE 


Waste  newspapers  and  magazines  collected  at  the  same  time 
as  the  refuse,  is  baled  at  the  Depot.  This  is  the  main  salvage  item, 
and  sales  during  the  year  resulted  in  the  following  income: 


£  s.  d.  £  s.  d. 

Waste  Paper  ...  ...  590  10  0  646  0  0 

Mixed  Rags  .  550  9116 

Other  . .  1  10  0 


£595  15  6  £657  1  6 


The  cost  of  the  Refuse  and  Salvage  Collection  service  for  the 
year  ending  31st  March,  1969,  was  £24,000. 


SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA 

The  following  list  gives  an  indication  of  part  of  your 
Inspectors’  activities  during  1968  where  such  are  not  dealt  with 


elsewhere  in  this  report: 

Informal  notices  served  re:  1968 

Housing  defects  .  39 

Defective  drainage .  14 

Dirty  conditions  .  2 

Offensive  accumulations  .  6 

Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955  .  2 

Defects  in  Factories .  — 

Petroleum  spirit  stores  .  17 

Food  Premises  .  18 

Number  of  written  complaints  received .  129 


In  addition,  many  complaints  are  made  verbally  to  the 
Inspectors  during  their  district  work  or  at  the  office. 


OFFICES,  SHOPS  AND  RAILWAY  PREMISES  ACT,  1963 

This  Act,  which  deals  with  health,  safety  and  welfare 
provisions,  applies  to  any  employers’  office,  retail  shop,  wholesale 
department,  catering  establishment  or  fuel  storage  depot,  and 
extends  by  regulations  the  above  conditions  to  include  over¬ 
crowding,  first  aid  requisites,  reporting  of  accidents,  etc.,  with  a 
primary  requirement  on  the  employer  to  apply  to  the  Council  for 
registration,  to  enable  inspections  to  be  made. 
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The  following  is  an  extract  of  the  statutory  return  made  for 
1968: 

Registration  and  General  Inspections 


No.  of 

Total 

No.  of 
registered 
premises 

premises 

No.  of 

receiving 

newly 

registered 

general 

registered 

premises 

inspection 

during 

at  end 

during 

the  year 

of  year 

the  year 

Offices  . 

— 

20 

11 

Retail  Shops  . 

2 

31 

31 

Wholesale  Shops,  Ware- 

houses . 

— 

5 

5 

Catering  establishments 
open  to  the  public. 

Canteens  . 

— - 

19 

12 

Fuel  Storage  Depots 

— 

4 

2 

Totals  . 

2 

79 

61 

Number  of 

persons  employed 

M 

F 

Total 

Offices  . 

43 

35 

78 

Retail  Shops  . 

26 

74 

10 

Wholesale  Depts.,  Ware- 

houses . 

21 

6 

27 

Catering  establishments 
open  to  the  public. 

Canteens  . 

42 

60 

102 

Fuel  Storage  Depots  ... 

14 

— 

14 

146 

175 

321 

FACTORIES  ACT  1961 


There  was  a  very  small  fluctuation  in  the  number  of  factories 
on  the  register  during  the  year  and  at  the  31st  December,  1968,  67 
were  on  the  register. 

Being  a  non -industrial  area  most  of  the  factories  are  on  a 
small,  family  basis  with  only  one  or  two  employees.  Contraventions 
are  therefore  very  rare  and  when  found  are  immediately  rectified 
on  verbal  request. 
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Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health 

Number  Number  Formal 
on  of  Notices 

Register  Inspections  served 

(1)  Factories  in  which  sections 


1,  2,  3,  4  and  6  are  enforced 
by  Local  Authorities 

(2)  Factories  not  included  in  (1) 
in  which  Section  7  is  enforced 
by  the  Local  Authority 

(3)  Other  premises  (e.g.  building 

sites) . 

Totals . 


Cases  in  which  defects  were  found 


Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7) 

(a)  Insufficient  . 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defect¬ 
ive  . 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes 

Other  offences  against  the 
Act  (not  including 
offences  relating  to 
Outwork)  . 

Totals  . 


46  80 

21  97 

67  177 


Referred  Referred 
to  by 

H.M.  H.M. 

Found  Remedied  Insp.  Irtsp. 

1  1  —  — 

5  5  —  — 

3  3  —  — 

9  9  —  — 


OUTWORKERS 

There  were  no  outworkers  on  the  register  during  1968. 


LICENSED  PREMISES 

Improvement  in  conditions  has  continued  throughout  the 
year  and  the  role  now  played  by  these  premises  is  a  far  cry  from 
the  old  “pub”.  The  carpeted  lounge  reflects  in  the  adequate  toilet 
facilities  available,  whilst  the  implementations  of  the  Food  Hygiene 
Regulations  ensures  satisfactory  conditions  behind  the  bar. 
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ERADICATION  OF  INSECTS 


A  number  of  complaints  regarding  flies  and  wasps  were  dealt 
with  in  private  houses. 

An  infestation  of  cockroaches  on  a  Council  tip  was  difficult 
to  eradicate  but  regular  applications  of  the  appropriate  insecticide 
in  liquid  and  powder  form  eventually  eliminated  the  nuisance. 


RODENT  CONTROL 

There  has  again  been  no  complaint  of  the  Rodent  Control 
Service  and  the  Council’s  operative  has  carried  out  his  duties  in  a 
most  efficient  manner. 

The  annual  10  per  cent  testbaiting  of  the  Council’s  property 
showed  there  to  be  no  infestation. 

The  following  is  an  extract  from  the  return  made  to  the 
Ministry: 

Non- Agricultural  Agricultural 

Total  number  of  properties  (including 
nearby  premises)  inspected  follow - 


ing  notification  . 

41 

— 

Number  infested  by:  (i)  Rats 

32 

— 

(ii)  Mice 

9 

; - 

Total  number  of  properties  inspected 
rats  and/or  mice  for  reasons  other 
than  notification . 

1238 

395 

Number  infested  by  (i)  Rats 

80 

35 

(ii)  Mice 

45 

10 

KNACKER’S  YARD 

The  management  of  the  Malpas  Knacker’s  yard  are  aware  of 
the  necessity  to  avoid  any  nuisance  as  far  as  possible.  Despite 
precautions,  the  by-products  side  of  the  works  is  an  occasional 
source  of  complaint,  especially  in  certain  states  of  the  weather. 


FOOD  HYGIENE  (GENERAL)  REGULATIONS  1960 

Premises  subject  to  these  Regulations  are  shown  grouped  in 
categories  of  trade  and  the  application  of  and  compliance  with. 
Regulations  16  and  19  as  requested  by  Ministry  of  Health  Circular 
1/66. 
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Cafes,  Restaurants,  Food 

Preparation 

Total  No. 

Reg.  16 
(W.H.B.) 

Reg.  19 
(Sink) 

Premises  . 

...  ... 

22 

22 

22 

Public  Houses . 

...  ... 

30 

30 

30 

Bakehouses  . 

...  ... 

6 

6 

6 

Shops  . 

. 

58 

58  Not 

applicable 

No  statutory  action  was  necessary  following  inspection  of 
registered  premises,  but  where  conditions  were  found  to  have 
deteriorated  verbal  cautions  were  given  and  complied  with. 


LIQUID  EGG  (PASTEURISATION)  REGULATIONS  1963 

There  are  no  egg  pasteurisation  plants  in  the  district. 

ICE  CREAM 

Eighty-two  premises  are  registered  for  the  storage  and  sale 
of  ice  cream.  All  of  these,  with  one  exception,  are  limited  to  the 
pre-wrapped  product  which  is  less  likely  to  be  contaminated  than 
the  loose  article. 

Travelling  retailers  in  the  District  originate  from  neighbouring 
authorities,  but  a  check  is  made  on  the  standard  of  hygiene  and 
cleanliness  of  personnel  and  the  vehicles  of  retailers. 

Number  of  samples  analysed  .  12 

Number  of  samples  resulting  in  Grade  1  11 

Number  of  samples  resulting  in  Grade  2  1 

Number  of  samples  resulting  in  Grade  3  — 

Number  of  samples  resulting  in  Grade  4  — 

FOOD  POISONING 

No  cases  were  notified  during  1968. 


DISEASES  OF  ANIMALS  ACTS 
Anthrax  Order  1938 

Notifications  of  suspected  Anthrax  during  1968  ...  74 

Notifications  confirmed  as  Anthrax  .  — 

Swine  Fever  Order  1963 

Number  of  restriction  notices .  — 
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WASTE  FOODS  ORDER  1957 


Three  plants  at  Tarvin,  Hargrave  and  Tilston  are  licensed  by 
the  County  Council  for  the  pressure  boiling  of  waste  foods  in 
accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  Order. 

SLAUGHTERHOUSES 

There  are  seven  slaughterhouses  licensed  in  the  district.  All 
the  occupiers  had  their  licences  renewed  during  the  year. 

SLAUGHTER  OF  ANIMALS  ACT  1958 

There  were  25  slaughtermen  in  the  district  licensed  under  the 
above  Act  in  1968. 


MEAT  INSPECTION 

One  hundred  per  cent  meat  inspection  of  food  animals 
slaughtered  in  the  district  has  been  maintained. 

Meat  marking  has  been  in  operation  since  1954.  Authorised 
charges  are  made  on  the  occupiers  for  inspection  and  marking. 

Details  of  animals  slaughtered  for  human  consumption  in  the 
Council’s  area  during  the  year,  with  particulars  of  each  class  of 
animal  found  to  be  unfit,  are  shown  in  the  following  table  in  the 
usua’  form: 

Sheep 

Cattle  and 


ex  Cows 

Cows 

Calves  Lambs 

Pigs 

Horses 

Total 

Numbers  killed  ... 

1,066 

559 

827 

3,334 

6,038 

— 

11,824 

All  Diseases  except  Tuberculosis  and 

Cysticercosis 

Whole  carcases  con¬ 
demned  . 

2 

25 

11 

13 

26 

— 

77 

Part  carcases  con¬ 
demned  . 

11 

118 

10 

70 

242 

_ 

451 

Percentage  affected 

Tuberculosis  only 

1.3 

25.5 

2.5 

2.5 

2.3 

4.9 

Whole  carcases  con¬ 
demned  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Nil 

Part  carcases  con¬ 
demned  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Nil 

Cysticercosis 

Part  carcases  con¬ 
demned  . 

Nil 

Refrigeration  treat¬ 
ment  . 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

— 

_ 

Nil 

Whole  carcases  con¬ 
demned  . 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

Nil 

The  above  figures  include  the  following  casualties: 

16  beasts,  41  cows,  13  calves,  18  sheep,  41  pigs;  total  129. 


24 


The  total  weight  of  carcase  meat  and  offal  condemned  by 
your  Food  Inspectors  at  Slaughterhouses  as  unfit  for  human 
consumption  was  6  tons  18  cwts.  2  qrs.  13  lbs. 


Cysticercus  Bovis 

Number  of  cases  discovered  showing  gradual  reduction  in 
incedence  over  a  period  of  18  years. 


Year 


Beasts  Cows  Total 


1951-59 

1960 

1961 

1962 

1963 

1964 

1965 

1966 

1967 

1968 


30  92  124 

6  6 

3— 3 
8—8 

10  —  10 

6—6 

4— 4 
2—2 
2—2 

Nil  —  Nil 


Disposal  of  Condemned  Meat 

There  are  no  slaughterhouses  which  possess  facilities  for 
sterilising  on  the  premises. 

Arrangements  have  been  made  for  the  processors  of  unfit 
meat  to  collect  from  the  slaughterhouses  and  convey  the  material 
in  a  locked  container  to  their  works  outside  the  district  for 
treatment. 


POULTRY  INSPECTION 

There  are  two  main  processing  establishments  in  the  area. 
At  one  of  these  capons  are  sent  out  uneviscerated,  whilst  at  the 
other  chickens  are  the  main  type  of  bird  processed. 

Number  Percentage  Weight 

Type  Processed  Condemned  Condemned 


Capons 

1,500 

2 

280  lbs. 

Chickens 

8,950 

3 

1,440  lbs. 

Total 

10,450 

5 

1,720  lbs. 

A  limited 

number  of  turkeys 

and  geese 

are  processed 

occasionally. 
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FOOD  ADULTERATION 


List  of  Samples  obtained  in  the  Tarvin  Rural  District  during  the 
year  ended  31st  December,  1968 


Name  of  Sample 

Brandy  . 

Bread,  wholemeal . 

Coconut,  dessicated 

Curry  powder . 

Gelatine  . 

Gin  . 

Honey  . 

Jellies,  table  . 

Malt  extract  with  cod  liver  oi 
Marshmallows,  chocolate 
Meat  Paste,  ham  and  tongue 

Mincemeat  . 

Milk . 

Onions,  pickled  . 

Orange  drink . 

Orange  Squash  . 

Pickling  Spice . 

Rice  . 

Saccharin  tablets  . 

Salad  Cream  . 

Sausage,  beef . 

Sausage,  pork . 

Soup,  tomato . 

Suet,  beef  . 

Syrup,  golden . 

Tapioca  . 

Tomato  Ketchup  . 

Treacle  . 

Vinegar,  malt . 

Vodka  . 

Whisky  . 


Number  adulterated 
or  not  up  to  the 
Number  recognised  standard 
obtained  or  quality 

1  — 

1  — 

1  — 

1  — 

1  — 

1  — 

1  — 

1  — 

1  — 

1  — 

1  — 

1  — 

48  — 

1  — 

1  — 

1  — 

1  — 

1  1 

1  — 

1  — 

2  — 

2 

1  — 

1  — 

1  — 

1  — 

1  — 

1  — 

1  — 

1  — 

1  — 


80 


1 
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PETROLEUM  (REGULATION)  ACTS  1928-36 

Petroleum  Spirit  (Petrol)  Stores 

The  Council  is  responsible  for  conditions  under  which 
petroleum  spirit  or  mixtures  are  stored  under  licence  and  there  is 
co-operation  in  this  respect  with  the  County  Fire  Brigade 
Authority. 

Number  of  licensed  stores  on  the  register  at  Dec.,  1967  115 

Number  of  licensed  stores  discontinued  in  1968  .  2 

Number  of  new  stores  inspected  and  licensed  .  4 

Total  number  of  licensed  stores  on  register  at  Dec.,  1968  ...  117 

Number  of  retailers  of  petroleum  spirit .  28 


NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948,  SECTION  50 
(Burial  of  the  Dead) 

No  action  was  called  for  in  1968. 


AGRICULTURE  (SAFETY),  HEALTH  AND  WELFARE 
(PROVISIONS)  ACT  1956 

No  statutory  action  was  required  during  the  year. 


ANIMAL  BOARDING  ESTABLISHMENTS  ACT  1963 

There  are  four  such  establishments  in  the  district  and  licences 
were  renewed  during  the  year  to  occupiers  of  approved  kennels. 


PET  ANIMALS  ACT  1951 

The  licensing  of  any  premises,  including  a  stall  or  market 
barrow,  where  pet  animals  are  sold,  is  a  duty  of  this  Council. 

No  licences  under  the  Act  have  been  granted  during  the  year. 
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Annual  Report  on  the  Health  Services  of  the 
South-West  Cheshire  Division  for  the  Year  1968 

Madam  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  on  the 
Divisional  Health  Services  for  the  year  1968.  The  Division 
comprises  of  the  Borough  of  Ellesmere  Port  and  the  Rural  Districts 
of  Chester  and  Tarvin. 

The  total  population  has  increased  from  103,170  in  1967  to 
105,  750  in  1968.  The  area  of  the  Division  is  115,584  acres. 

There  have  been  several  policy  decisions  by  the  County  Health 
Committee  during  the  year  which  have  affected  the  services 
supplied  by  the  Divisional  Health  Committee.  One  of  these 
decisions  was  to  stop  the  sale  of  branded  infant  foods  in  the 
Welfare  Centres  as  recommended  by  the  Sheldon  Committee  on 
Child  Welfare  Centres.  The  National  Dried  and  other  Ministry 
Welfare  Foods  continue  to  be  supplied  by  the  Clinics  as  in  the  past. 
The  cessation  of  the  sale  of  the  branded  foods  was  put  into  effect 
in  December  1968,  and,  therefore,  the  major  effects  will  only  be 
noticed  in  the  ensuing  year.  There  are,  however,  two  clinics  at 
which  branded  infant  foods  continue  to  be  sold  for  the  time  being, 
as  there  are  no  alternative  commercial  sources  of  supply  within  the 
vicinity,  and  these  are  situated  at  Ashton  and  Barrow. 

The  policy  concerning  the  financial  assistances  to  handicapped 
persons  where  adaptation  of  their  house  is  required  has  also  been 
varied.  The  variation  does  not  apply  to  houses  owned  by  the 
County  District  Councils,  but  where  a  privately  owned  house  is 
either  rented  or  owner-occupied  the  previous  method  of  giving 
loans  will  cease  and  grants  will  be  made  by  the  County  Council 
when  the  alterations  cost  less  than  £300.  In  instances  where  the 
cost  exceeds  £300,  Committee  approval  will  be  obtained,  and 
should  the  County  Land  Agent  consider  the  adaptations  enhances 
the  value  of  the  property,  the  financial  assistance  will  be  given  as 
an  interest  free  loan.  The  revised  arrangements  should  eliminate 
unavoidable  delay  due  to  the  previous  procedures. 

As  mentioned  in  the  body  of  the  report  the  Waverton  Club 
started  in  May  of  this  year,  and  after  a  slow  start,  partly  due  to 
staff  changes  and  also  some  difficulty  in  providing  suitable 
transport  to  convey  members  to  the  Club,  the  numbers  have  slowly 
built  up,  and  at  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  seven  members 
attending.  It  is  hoped  that  this  will  increase  considerably  next  year 
as  we  now  have  Mrs.  Measures,  the  Occupational  Therapist, 
attending  regularly,  and  also  the  transport  situation  should  be 
considerably  improved. 

During  the  year  two  rooms  were  rented  in  Malpas,  primarily 
for  the  benefit  of  the  School  Health  Service,  but  in  addition  will 


29 


be  beneficial  to  the  children  in  the  under  school  age  group.  The 
intention  is  that  a  periodic  Eye  Clinic  will  be  held  by  one  of  the 
Specialist  Ophthalmologists  employed  by  the  County  Council,  and 
also  at  other  times  the  rooms  will  be  used  by  the  Speech 
Therapists,  the  Teacher  of  the  Deaf,  the  Health  Visitor,  who  will 
use  the  rooms  for  screening  tests  and  hearing,  and  also  for  other 
examinations  which  which  she  may  wish  to  carry  out  which  are 
are  not  appropriate  to  the  normal  child  welfare  sessions,  and  lastly 
the  School  Medical  Officer  will  have  these  facilities  available  to 
him  if  he  wishes  to  undertake  special  examinations  of  school 
children. 

During  the  year  the  gradual  transfer  of  Specialist  Clinics  from 
Upton  Clinic  Centre  to  the  combined  Clinic  Centre  at  Princess 
Street,  Chester,  has  taken  place.  These  Clinics  include  the  Cervical 
Cytology  Clinic,  the  Eye  Clinic,  the  sessions  run  by  the  Speech 
Therapist  and  the  Teacher  of  the  Deaf,  and  also  special  sessions 
by  the  School  Medical  Officer.  Parents  attending  from  the  Rural 
Districts  have  found  this  a  considerable  benefit  as  the  previous 
arrangements  required  a  second  ’bus  journey  out  to  Upton,  which 
has  now  been  eliminated. 

Measles  vaccination,  which  has  long  been  awaited,  finally  came 
into  being  in  the  latter  part  of  the  year,  initially  children  of  the 
pre-school  and  early  school  years  were  offered  immunisation.  The 
eventual  intention  of  the  Ministry  policy  being  that  when  the  high 
risk  group  had  been  immunised  that  the  scheme  should  extend  to 
all  children  in  the  school  range  and  also  be  included  as  the  routine 
in  the  normal  immunisation  procedures  of  children  from  six  months 
of  age  onwards. 

Mrs.  Chroston,  Matron  of  the  Day  Nursery,  retired  on  the  31st 
August  after  twenty -one  years’  service  with  the  County  Council. 
It  was  a  token  of  the  recognition  of  Mrs.  Chroston’s  outstanding 
service  that  Members  of  the  Committee  contributed  towards  a  gift 
which  was  presented  to  Mrs.  Chroston  by  the  Mayor  of  Ellesmere 
Port  in  the  Mayor’s  Parlour,  following  a  Divisional  Health 
Committee  meeting.  Mrs.  Chroston  has  been  appointed  as  a  part- 
time  lecturer  to  the  course  training  Nursery  nurses  at  Birkenhead. 

In  the  section  of  the  report  detailing  the  Home  Help  Service 
I  have  made  suggestions  concerning  the  statistical  methods  by 
which  the  efficiency  of  the  service  may  be  judged. 

I  wish  to  refer  my  appreciation  of  the  support  received  from 
the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Committee  throughout  the 
year,  to  the  County  Medical  Officer  and  his  staff  for  their  generous 
help,  to  Mr.  R.  J.  Bemie,  Clerk  to  the  Committee,  and  to  the 
clerical  staff  for  their  co-operation  on  all  occasions. 


W.  A.  POLLITT,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P.,  D.P.H., 

Divisional  Medical  Officer. 


30 


CHESHIRE  COUNTY  COUNCIL 


SOUTH-WEST  CHESHIRE 
DIVISIONAL  HEALTH  COMMITTEE 
Report  for  the  Year  ended  31st  December,  1968 


CARE  OF  MOTHERS  AND  YOUNG  CHILDREN 
Ante-Natal  Clinics 

There  are  two  Ante-Natal  Clinics  held  in  the  Division.  These 
Clinics  are  staffed  by  Consultant  Obstetricians,  Midwives  and 
Health  Visitors.  Mothers  also  attend  at  these  Clinics  for  Post- 
Natal  examination.  Whilst  the  numbers  attending  the  Ante-Natal 
Clinics  are  steadily  increasing,  the  numbers  of  mothers  who  return 
for  a  Post-Natal  check-up  after  their  baby  is  born  is  very 
disappointing.  The  Post-Natal  examination  is  important  as  many 
small  gynaecological  abnormalities  can  be  corrected  at  this  stage 
and  save  the  mother  suffering  from  minor  ill  health  and  dis¬ 
comforts  in  the  future. 

In  addition  to  the  Ante-Natal  Clinics  held  in  Ellesmere  Port 
there  is  also  a  Midwives’  Ante-Natal  and  Preparation  Clinic  at 
the  Weston  Grove  Clinic  Centre,  Upton. 

Instruction  is  provided  in  mothercraft  for  those  attending  the 
Ante -Natal  Clinics  by  means  of  talks,  demonstrations,  discussion 
groups  and  the  showing  of  film  strips  and  films.  Relaxation  classes 
are  held  in  conjunction  with  the  Ante-Natal  Clinics. 

Attendance  figures  at  the  two  Clinics  are  set  out  below.  These 
show  an  increase  in  attendance  for  the  Ante-Natal  Clinics,  but  a 
regrettable  fall  in  attendance  for  Post-Natal  examination. 

ANTE-NATAL  POST-NATAL 


New 

Total 

New 

Total 

Cases 

Attendances 

Cases 

Attendances 

Ellesmere  Port  ... 

534 

2397 

72 

76 

Great  Sutton 

226 

1192 

44 

44 

Dental  facilities  are  available  free  of  charge  to  expectant 
and  nursing  mothers,  and  during  the  year  52  women  received 
treatment. 

Clinics  for  Ante-Natal  and  Post-Natal  mothers  are  held  as 
follows: 

Ante-Natal  Clinics 

Welfare  Centre,  Stanney  Lane,  Ellesmere  Port — 

Monday  morning  and  Wednesday  afternoon  each  week. 
Welfare  Centre,  Old  Chester  Road,  Great  Sutton — 

Wednesday  morning  each  week. 
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Midwives’  Clinics  and  Preparation  Clinics 

Welfare  Centre,  Stanney  Lane,  Ellesmere  Port — 

Monday  afternoon  each  week. 

Welfare  Centre,  Old  Chester  Road,  Great  Sutton — 

Wednesday  afternoon  each  week. 

Welfare  Centre,  Weston  Grove,  Upton — 

Monday  and  Friday  afternoon  each  week. 

Dental  treatment  is  available  to  expectant  mothers  by 
appointment  at  the  above  Clinics. 


CHILD  WELFARE  CENTRES 

There  has  been  an  alteration  in  the  policy  affecting  Child 
Welfare  Centres  due  to  a  changing  attitude  to  the  type  of  work 
and  assistance  these  clinics  should  give  to  mothers.  Instead  of 
frequent  attendances  at  the  clinics  especially  during  the  child’s 
early  months  which  then  tail  off  as  the  child  becomes  older  to 
very  infrequent  and  often  non-attendance  in  the  child’s  second, 
third  and  fourth  years  of  life.  At  the  present  time  mothers  are 
encouraged  to  attend  as  soon  as  possible  after  the  birth  of  the 
child  and  they  are  then  given  appointments  to  attend  at  certain 
intervals  during  the  child’s  life  for  periodic  check-ups  of  progress 
that  the  child  is  making  both  physically  and  mentally.  It  is 
thought  that  this  is  of  greater  value  than  the  random  attendances 
that  mothers  made  with  their  children  in  previous  years. 

If,  however,  a  mother  has  a  specific  fear  or  worry  which  she 
wishes  to  discuss  with  either  the  Health  Visitor  or  the  Doctor  she 
can  attend  at  any  normal  clinic  session  without  waiting  for  an 
appointment,  and  she  would  be  seen  straight  away. 

During  the  year  the  clinic  held  in  the  Village  Hall  at  Elton  was 
destroyed  by  fire.  However,  we  were  fortunate  to  secure  the 
premises  of  the  staff  club  at  the  Ince  Power  Station,  and  the  clinics 
were  able  to  be  transferred  to  the  new  venue  without  any  serious 
disruption  to  the  services  provided.  The  existing  premises  are 
proving  extremely  suitable  and  also  the  situation  is  acceptable  to 
the  majority  of  mothers  in  the  area  as  it  is  near  to  the  caravan 
site,  w'here  the  bulk  of  the  child  population  at  present  exists. 

The  Tarvin  Clinic  was  also  moved  during  the  year.  This  has 
for  many  years  been  held  in  the  Vicarage  at  Tarvin,  but  for  some 
time  now,  owing  to  the  increase  in  population  and  the  subsequent 
increase  in  attendances  at  the  clinic,  these  rooms  have  been 
proving  inadequate  for  the  number  of  mothers  and  children 
attending  and  had  created  a  problem  for  the  clinic  doctor  as  he 
was  obliged  to  try  and  examine  babies  behind  a  screen  in  a  very 
crowded  and  noisy  room. 
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We  were  fortunate  in  securing  facilities  in  the  Tarvin  C.  of  E. 
School  which  has  recently  been  released  by  the  Education 
Committee  following  the  building  of  a  County  Primary  School  in 
the  neighbourhood. 

This  has  given  us  a  larger  premises  which  will  allow  for  future 
expansion. 

New  Cases  and  attendances  at  invidual  clinics: 


Ashton  . 

New  Cases 
0—1 

46 

Total  Attendances 
0—1  1—2  2—5 

421  135  57 

Barrow  . 

21 

125 

72 

52 

Christleton  . 

37 

322 

77 

105 

Elton  . 

21 

146 

108 

14 

Famdon  . 

29 

204 

121 

89 

Great  Boughton  . 

51 

350 

84 

71 

Huntington  . 

29 

172 

128 

61 

Kelsall  . 

30 

345 

159 

127 

Malpas  . 

55 

392 

80 

105 

Saughall  . 

58 

380 

153 

115 

Tarvin  . 

60 

488 

168 

83 

Tattenhall  . 

20 

311 

79 

23 

Upton  . 

191 

1656 

305 

99 

Vicar’s  Cross . 

150 

1435 

234 

229 

Waverton . 

53 

512 

113 

55 

E.  Port  (Stanney  Lane) 

562 

2973 

453 

239 

„  (Westminster) 

150 

1530 

476 

352 

Great  Sutton  . 

280 

1380 

155 

65 

Little  Sutton 

(Community  Centre  ... 

120 

927 

150 

21 

1963 

14069 

3250 

1972 

Attendances  of  children  under  5  at  the  following  Specialist  Clinics: 


New  Total 
Cases  Attendances 


Ophthalmic  . 

. 

. 

35 

114 

E.N.T.  under  5 . 

. 

. 

4 

5 

DENTAL  CLINICS 

No.  of 
Inspections 

No.  of 
Visits 

No.  of 
Extractions 

No.  of 
Fillings 

Children  0 — 5  years 

146 

274 

206 

132 

Expectant  &  Nursing 
Mothers  . 

12 

52 

31 

23 

Dentures  supplied:  5 
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SCREENING  CLINICS 


New  Cases 

Re-Tests 

Passed 

Failed 

Ellesmere  Port  . 

510 

43 

490 

63 

Farndon  . 

17 

— 

17 

— 

Great  Boughton . 

71 

1 

71 

1 

Great  Sutton  . 

230 

5 

229 

6 

Tarvin  . 

44 

1 

45 

— 

Upton  . 

159 

15 

142 

32 

1031 

65 

994 

102 

Screening  Tests  of  Hearing 

Health  Visitors  who  have  been  specially  trained  in  the 
technique  carry  out  routine  tests  of  hearing  on  babies  of  nine 
months  and  over  at  the  Child  Welfare  Clinics. 


AUDIOLOGY  CLINICS 

UNDER  5  OVER  5 

1st  Visit  Re-Visit  1st  Visit  Re-Visit 

8  1  2  5 

Where  necessary,  children  are  referred  to  the  Ear,  Nose  and 
Throat  Clinics  staffed  by  Consultant  Surgeons  and  to  Professor 
Taylor  and  his  colleagues  from  the  Manchester  University 
Department  for  Education  of  the  Deaf.  These  Clinics  deal  with 
children  of  pre-school  age  and  of  school  age  having  hearing 
defects. 

Phenylketenuria 

All  babies  are  tested  by  Health  Visitors  either  at  home  or  in  a 
Clinic  for  phenylketenuria.  Up  till  now  this  has  been  by  the 
testing  of  urine,  usually  on  a  wet  nappy,  with  a  specially  impreg¬ 
nated  piece  of  paper  which,  if  giving  rise  to  a  colour  change, 
indicated  the  presence  of  this  condition  which  is  one  of  the  causes 
of  backwardness  in  children. 

The  early  recognition  of  this  illness  in  children  means  that  any 
further  deterioration  can  be  prevented  by  putting  the  child  on  a 
special  diet.  The  earlier  the  child  is  placed  on  the  diet  the  better 
the  outlook  and  it  is  because  of  this  a  test,  which  has  recently 
been  introduced,  is  being  put  into  operation  in  the  County  Council 
area.  This  is  called  the  Guthrie  Test  and  is  carried  out  at  the 
seventh  or  eighth  day  after  birth  and  involves  getting  a  spot  of 
blood  from  a  pin  prick  on  the  baby’s  heel.  This  is  collected  on 
some  special  absorbent  paper  and  the  paper  is  then  sent  to  a 
laboratory  for  testing. 

This  new  test  is  more  accurate  and  is  able  to  be  made  at  a 
much  earlier  age  than  the  old  test,  which  was  done  on  the  baby’s 
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wet  napkin;  thereby  ensuring  greater  accuracy  in  the  screening 
procedure.  Also  the  children  that  are  found  to  be  positive  are 
placed  on  the  diet  at  a  much  earlier  age,  before  any  serious  damage 
to  their  brain  takes  place. 

DAY  NURSERY 

As  mentioned  in  the  introduction  to  the  report,  Mrs.  Chroston 
resigned  as  Matron  to  the  Day  Nursery  after  twenty -one  years 
working  for  the  County  Council.  Mrs.  Chroston  was  succeeded  in 
the  post  of  Matron  by  Mrs.  Pembleton,  who  was  the  Deputy 
Matron.  Also  another  long  serving  member  of  staff,  Mrs. 
Poppleton,  left  during  the  year.  She  has  had  fifteen  years’  service 
with  the  County  Council  working  in  the  Day  Nursery. 

In  November  we  had  quite  a  severe  and  prolonged  outbreak  of 
dysentery  affecting  the  staff  and  children  of  the  Day  Nursery.  The 
disease  itself  was  fairly  mild,  but  it  was  extremely  persistent  and 
difficult  to  eradicate.  Two  members  of  the  staff  and  thirty 
children  were  infected  before  the  nursery  was  finally  declared  clear 
of  infection  early  in  January,  1969. 

Another  less  disturbing  occurrence  during  the  year  was  the 
building  of  the  new  swimming  baths  adjacent  to  the  Day  Nursery. 
This  necessitated  a  temporary  fence  being  erected  to  the  play 
space,  reducing  the  area  available  to  the  children  during  the  con¬ 
struction  of  boundary  walls  and  the  laying  of  drainage  at  the 
extremity  of  the  swimming  pool  site.  However,  the  final  result 
has  been  that  the  play  space  has  been  increased  by  one  and  a  half 
to  two  feet  along  the  length  of  the  boundary,  and  we  have  a  new 
and  more  pleasing  boundary  fence  which  we  are  assured  is  un- 
climbable  by  children  of  this  age  group. 

Facilities  continue  to  be  made  available  to  local  schools  for  the 
older  girls  to  attend  for  training  in  mothercraft.  Also  students 
from  several  courses  visited  the  nursery  as  part  of  their  instruction 
in  social  services  and  technique  of  child  care.  These  were  Teacher 
Training  Students,  Pupil  Health  Visitors  and  Pupil  Midwives.  Also 
students  on  the  Pre-Nursing  Course  at  the  College  of  Further 
Education. 

Attendances  throughout  the  year  have  fluctuated;  whilst  at 
times  the  Nursery  is  full  to  capacity,  at  other  times  there  are, 
regrettably,  occasions  when  attendances  are  poor.  Some  of  the 
absences  are  due  to  the  seasonal  ailments.  In  other  instances  they 
are  due  to  the  lack  of  responsibility  of  social  problem  parents  to 
their  children,  who  for  one  reason  or  another  fail  to  bring  them  to 
the  nursery.  Certain  of  the  children  are  admitted  for  the  benefit 
of  the  child  not  necessarily  for  the  benefit  of  the  parents,  and 
whilst  absences  are  to  be  deplored  it  is  essential  to  keep  the  child’s 
name  on  the  register  to  ensure  that  as  far  as  possible  the  child 
receives  care,  attention  and  nourishment. 


35 


Everything  is  done  to  encourage  the  parents  to  bring  their 
children.  Poor  attenders  are  followed  up  by  the  Health  Visitors 
and  Child  Care  Officers. 

The  Nursery  is  a  50 -place  training  nursery,  and  in  an 
endeavour  to  maintain  an  average  attendance  near  to  this  figure, 
we  have  had  65-70  children  on  the  register.  Further  increases  in 
the  number  on  the  register  are  impracticable  due  to  the  risk  of 
severe  overcrowding  should  attendances  improve. 

Cases  were  referred  for  admission  from  several  sources.  Parents, 
General  Practitioners,  Health  Visitors,  Assistant  Medical  Officers 
and  the  Area  Children’s  Officer. 

The  Nursery  is  approved  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  as  a 
training  nursery  for  Nursery  Students  and  during  the  year  2 
Nursery  Students  were  in  training. 

During  1968  one  student  sat  the  examination  for  the  National 
Nursery  Examination  Board  Certificate  for  Nursery  Nurses  and 
she  was  successful. 

At  the  close  of  the  year  there  were  65  children  on 
all  of  whom  were  priority  cases. 

Daily  Average 
No.  attending 

Aged  0 — 2  years  .  17.00 

„  2 — 5  years  .  24.25 

MIDWIFERY  AND  HOME  NURSING 

Number  of  births  during  the  year — 2136  (including  19  still¬ 
births).  (Adjusted  for  inward  and  outward  transfers). 

HOME  HELP  SERVICE 

This  service  has  been  subject  to  some  adverse  criticism  by  the 
audit  staff,  who  point  out  that  the  average  hours  per  case  per  year 
are  considerably  higher  than  the  average  for  the  County  as  a 
whole. 

The  following  figures  indicate  the  trend  since  1963: 

1963 —  195.6  hours  per  case  per  year. 

1964— 182.5  „  „  „  „  „ 

1965— 180.2  „  „  „  „  „ 

1966 —  175.7 

1967— 155.0 

1968 —  168.5 

These  statistics,  however,  do  not  reflect  an  exact  picture  of  the 
hours  individual  cases  are  receiving,  as  a  number  of  short  term 
cases  occurring  during  the  year  will  bring  the  average  for  the 
division  down  quite  dramatically.  In  this  division,  as  can  be  seen 


the  register 


Total 

Attendances 

4120 

5982 
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from  the  statistics,  the  bulk  of  our  cases  are  of  a  long  term  nature. 
A  statistic  which  should  reflect  the  hours  which  individual  cases 
are  receiving  is  one  where  the  average  number  of  hours  per  case 
per  week  is  given,  as  this  cuts  out  the  bias  involved  when  the 
yearly  average  is  used. 

For  this  division  the  following  figures  indicate  in  1967  the 
average  number  of  hours  per  case  per  week  was  6.31  and  in  1968 
the  average  number  of  hours  per  case  per  week  was  6.02. 

Number  of  persons  supplied  with  Domestic  Help: 

1961  1962  1963  1964  1965  1966  1967  1968 

237  274  334  395  421  410  497  440 


Number  of  Persons  for  whom  there  was  a  continued  need  for 
the  supply  of  help  as  at  31st  December  of  each  year: 


1961 

1962 

1963 

1964 

1965 

1966 

1967 

1968 

136 

169 

193 

218 

229 

237 

308 

284 

Number  of  hours  supplied: 

1961 

1962 

1963 

1964 

1965 

1966 

1967 

1968 

50,218 

59,533 

65,337 

72,081 

75,885 

72,039 

77,069 

74,166 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  Domestic  Help  supplied  to 
persons  with  a  continued  need  as  at  the  31st  December,  1968: 

1  case  has  been  in  receipt  of  help  for  12  years, 
cases  have  been  in  receipt  of  help  for  9  years. 

8 
7 


5 

6 
16 
13 
13 
30 
34 
40 
75 
51 


6 
5 
4 
3 
2 
1  „ 
less  than 


1  year. 


440  persons  received  domestic  help  during  the  year  and  the 
following  is  an  analysis  of  the  types  of  cases  to  whom  help  was 


given: 

(a) 

Persons  over  65  . 

.  338 

(b) 

Chronic  sick  including  T.B. 

.  30 

(c) 

Mentally  disordered  . 

.  2 

(d) 

Maternity  . 

.  35 

(e) 

Others  . 

.  35 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  work  carried  out  during 

year: 

A. 

No.  of  new  applicants  ...  . 

(of  these  86  were  cancelled) 

.  321 
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B.  No.  of  Domestic  Helps  employed  at  31.12.68  121 

C.  No.  of  cases  attended  durii\g  the  year .  440 

D.  No.  of  cases  of  continued  need  at  31.12.68  ...  284 

E.  Number  of  hours  Domestic  Help  supplied  ...  74,166 

F.  Amount  recovered  from  Future  Recovery  cases  £125-9-11 

G.  8  cases  were  brought  to  the  attention  of  the  Committee 
during  the  year. 

In  2  Future  Recovery  cases  recovery  of  the  accumulative 
balance  was  approved. 

In  5  cases  arrears  were  cancelled. 

In  1  case  Deferred  Payment  was  granted. 

H.  Convalescence 

Six  people  were  sent  for  convalescence  during  the  year. 


PREVENTION  OF  ILLNESS— CARE  AND  AFTER-CARE 

1.  Tuberculosis 

(a)  Removed  from  area  . 

(b)  Recovered  . 

(c)  Died  . 

(d)  Number  on  the  Register  at  the  close  of  the  year 

2.  Nursing  Equipment 

871  articles  were  loaned  to  elderly,  nursing  and  handicapped 
persons  during  the  year.  The  period  of  loan  varies  in  accord¬ 
ance  with  the  needs,  in  the  first  instance  the  loan  is  for  three 
months  which  can  be  extended  if  required. 

The  Nursing  Equipment  is  mainly  stored  at  the  Divisional 
Offices,  Chester  and  Ellesmere  Port.  The  following  is  a  list 
of  the  various  items  held: 

Invalid  Wheelchairs. 

Sheets,  single. 

Sheets,  draw. 

Sheets,  rubber -plastic. 

Air  rings. 

Walking  Sticks. 

Special  Spastic  Chair. 

Water  /  Air  Beds. 

Bed  Pulley. 

Back  Rests. 

Bed  Pans. 

Urinals. 

Ramp. 

Helping  Hand. 


Sputum  Mugs. 

Sputum  Flasks. 

Hoyer  Hoist. 

Dunlopillo  Mattresses. 
Dunlopillo  Cushions. 

Bed  Cages. 

Nocturnal  Enuresis  Alarm. 
Beds  with  Chain  and  Handle. 

3  &  4  legged  Walking  Aids. 
Commodes. 

Crutches. 

Special  Toddler’s  Walking  Aid. 
Bonaped  Walking  Aid. 
Fireguards. 


1 

5 

3 

574 
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In  addition  the  District  Nurse/Midwives  in  the  Rural  areas 
each  have  a  small  stock  of  the  smaller  items,  bed  pans,  urinals, 
rubber  sheets,  etc. 

3.  Handicapped  Persons 

(a)  There  are  251  cases  on  the  handicapped  persons  register, 
many  of  whom  are  in  employment.  These  cases  are  now 
having  routine  visits  from  an  Occupational  Therapist  who 
assesses  their  needs,  i.e.  adaptations;  occupational 
therapy;  liaison  with  Disabled  Resettlement  Officer  to 
obtain  suitable  employment;  or  encourage  them  to  attend 
the  Handicapped  Club. 

(b)  Number  of  persons  in  the  area  registered  with  the  Chester 
and  District  Blind  Welfare  Society — 154. 

(c)  Number  of  persons  partially  sighted  in  the  area  registered 
with  the  Chester  and  District  Blind  Welfare  Society — 20. 

(d)  Number  of  persons  registered  as  Deaf  and  Dumb,  Hard 
of  Hearing — 59. 

(e)  Adaptations  were  carried  out  in  the  houses  of  26  handi¬ 
capped  persons. 

(f)  Disabled  Drivers'  Car  Badges 

There  were  three  applicants  for  Disabled  Driver  Car 
Badges. 

At  the  close  of  the  year  there  were  36  Disabled  Car 
Drivers  on  the  register. 

ELLESMERE  PORT  HANDICAPPED  PERSONS’  CLUB  1968 

Number  of  members — January  28;  June  33;  December  31. 

Attendances — 895. 

During  the  year  four  patients  died,  one  moved  to  another  area, 
one  returned  to  full  employment  and  one  to  part-time. 

Club  Activities 

Members  again  entered  for  the  W.R.V.S.  County  Bulb 
Competition  for  Handicapped  Clubs.  Six  members  attended  the 
finals  at  West  Kirby. 

In  June  the  Club  went  to  Llandudno  for  the  day  calling  at 
St.  Asaph  for  dinner  on  the  way  home. 

In  September  the  Gas  Board  came  to  York  Road  to  give  a 
Cookery  Demonstration,  and  a  party  of  15  members  went  to  stay 
at  the  British  Polio  Fellowship  Hotel  at  Lytham  St.  Annes  for  one 
week. 

In  November  an  Open  Afternoon  and  Sale  of  Work  was  held 
at  York  Road,  and  8  members  went  to  Liverpool  to  see  the 
Christmas  lights  and  to  go  to  Lewis’  shopping  evening  for  Handi¬ 
capped  Clubs. 
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In  December  18  members  went  to  Chester  for  a  Christmas 
shopping  afternoon.  The  Club  was  assisted  by  the  members  of 
the  King’s  School  Mothers’  Guild  and  boys  from  the  7th  Form  of 
the  King’s  School.  The  Club  was  joined  by  the  Waverton 
Handicapped  Club  for  the  afternoon. 

The  Christmas  party  was  held  in  the  Civic  Hall.  The  party 
was  attended  by  the  Mayor  and  Mayoress  of  Ellesmere  Port,  six 
members  from  the  Bromborough  Club,  six  members  from  the 
Waverton  Club  and  the  friends  of  the  Ellesmere  Port  Club 
members.  The  guests  were  entertained  by  Mr.  Roscoe  at  the  piano, 
Mr.  Causon  who  sang,  and  the  Parklands  Dance  Troup. 

Helpers 

During  the  year  the  Club  has  had  the  help  of  five  W.R.V.S. 
helpers,  Mrs.  Coupe,  Mrs.  Hale,  Mrs.  Hughes,  Mrs.  Scott  and  Mrs. 
Davies,  who  all  do  a  great  deal  for  the  patients. 

FRIDAY  CLUB 

Numbers — 15.  During  the  year  four  members  have  died. 

Attendances —  331. 

During  the  year  the  Club  has  joined  the  Thursday  Club  in  all 
their  outings  and  special  activities. 

Helpers 

During  the  year  the  Club  has  been  staffed  by  the  W.R.V.S., 
Mrs.  Coupe,  Mrs.  Purslow,  Mrs.  Stanton  and  Mrs.  Robertson,  who 
also  do  a  great  deal  for  the  patients. 

DOMICILIARY  VISITS 

151  domiciliary  visits  were  made  during  1968,  68  patients,  36 
of  these  were  new  patients.  9  of  these  patients  were  elderly, 
needing  low  baths,  bath  seats  and  toilet  rails. 

Three  young  patients  have  been  referred  by  the  Special  School 
at  Clatterbridge  Hospital  foi  structural  alterations  to  their  homes. 

Five  of  the  new  patients  have  Disseminated  Sclerosis.  The 
others  are  suffering  from  Rheumatroid  Arthritis,  Osteo  Arthritis 
or  are  Hemiplegics. 

During  the  year  eight  patients  have  been  attending  the  Terapins 
Swimming  Club  at  the  Chester  Baths  on  Monday  evenings. 

HANDICAPPED  CLUB— WAVERTON 

This  Club  commenced  in  May.  The  Club  is  held  weekly  on 
Mondays  in  the  Waverton  Village  Hall.  The  Club  is  progressing 
reasonably  well,  at  the  close  of  the  year  there  were  seven 
registered  members;  this  number  will  gradually  increase  during 
1969. 
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In  August  a  ‘Help  the  Handicapped  Week’  was  organised  by 
the  I.V.S.  Members  of  the  Club  were  taken  on  a  tour  of  Chester 
and  served  with  tea.  A  shopping  tour  of  Chester  and  a  visit  to  the 
Little  Theatre  was  included  in  the  week’s  activities. 

In  September  at  the  invitation  of  the  Upton  W.I.  Dramatic 
Society,  members  saw  a  play,  transport  being  provided  by  the 
I.V.S. 

In  December  members  visited  the  Ellesmere  Port  Club  and  had 
an  enjoyable  party  at  Christmas. 

Some  seventy  domiciliary  visits  were  made  during  the  year. 


PREVENTION  OF  ILLNESS 
Cervical  Smear  Clinics 

Three  Clinics,  dealing  with  cervical  smears,  were  continued 
during  the  year.  They  were  located  at  Stanney  Lane,  Great 
Sutton  and  Chester  Clinics. 

Despite  further  advertising  there  has  been  a  continued  fall  off 
in  requests  for  this  examination. 

As  well  as  testing  for  cancer  of  the  cervix,  the  patients  are  also 
examined  to  eliminate  cancer  of  ihe  breast  which  is  four  times 
more  prevalent  than  the  cervical  cancer. 

Number  attended  .  621 

Number  referred  for  further  investigation .  25 

Number  of  treatable  cancer  conditions  .  1 

Elderly  Fit  Persons  Clinic 

This  Clinic  is  devised  to  provide  a  service  for  elderly  who  do 
not  feel  the  need  to  attend  their  doctor.  The  Clinic  gives  a 
comprehensive  medical  check-up.  The  intention  is  that  small 
defects  or  disabilities  in  their  early  stages  can  be  found  and  treated 
before  they  become  severe  and  also  before  they  handicap  the 
person.  Often  failing  eye  sight,  increasing  deafness  or  a  foot  defect 
can  make  a  person  frightened  of  tackling  today’s  traffic.  Whereas 
with  new  glasses,  a  hearing  aid  or  chiropody  treatment  these 
obstacles  can  be  overcome. 

The  Clinic  is  held  monthly  at  Stanney  Lane  Clinic  and  is 
staffed  by  a  retired  Health  Visitor  and  a  retired  General 
Practitioner. 

Number  of  first  attendances .  36 

Number  of  subsequent  attendances  .  26 

62 
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Number  referred  to  own  Doctor: 

First  attenders  . 

Subsequent  attenders 


Number  referred  to  Chiropodist  .  1 

Number  referred  to  Cytology  Clinic  .  2 

Number  referred  to  Dentist  .  1 

Number  needing  slimming  treatment  .  6 
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HEALTH  EDUCATION 

Health  Visitors  and  Medical  Staff  are  giving  talks  to  many 
voluntary  societies  and  going  into  schools  to  give  talks  on  different 
aspects  of  health  and  hygiene.  To  assist  them  a  film  projector  or 
a  slide  projector  and  other  aids  are  available  for  use  during  talks 
and  discussions. 

Senior  pupils  are  encouraged  to  visit  the  Day  Nursery  and  the 
Clinics  at  Stanney  Lane  and  Weston  Grove,  Upton,  by  arrange¬ 
ments  with  the  Domestic  Science  and  Head  Teachers. 

Special  features  on  selected  items  are  on  display  at  the  main 
Clinics  and  the  staff  show  considerable  ingenuity  in  devising  eye¬ 
catching  arrangements. 

A  course  for  Wardens  of  Old  People’s  Homes  informing  them 
of  the  services  available  from  the  department  was  organised  in 
conjunction  with  Ellesmere  Port  Borough. 

The  Merseyside  Committee  on  Cancer  Education  has  resulted 
in  many  voluntary  societies  having  lectures  on  this  most  important 
subject. 

In  the  autumn  a  County  Health  Organiser  was  appointed  to 
co-ordinate  the  programme  of  Health  Education  and  to  give 
advice  on  presentation  of  subjects  to  audiences. 


CHIROPODY  SERVICE 

At  the  commencement  of  the  year  there  were  831  persons  on 
the  register  for  Chiropody  treatment.  During  the  year  a  further 
162  applications  were  received  of  whom  126  were  granted  treat¬ 
ment  free  of  charge,  16  at  half  cost, 23  were  not  eligible.  At  the 
end  of  the  year  there  were  882  persons  on  the  register  receiving 
Chiropody  treatment. 
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Details  of  service  provided 


OVER  65 


PHYSICALLY 

HANDICAPPED 


Place  of  Treatment 

Chiropodist’s  Surgery 
Home  of  Patient 


No.  of  No.  of  No.  of  No.  of 
Patients  Treatments  Patients  Treatments 


441  2516  4  23 

428  2210  9  57 


Number  of  cases  in  which  the  County  Council  paid  full  fee:  812. 
Number  of  cases  in  which  the  County  Council  paid  part  fee:  70. 

The  service  is  available  to  persons  over  the  age  of  65  years, 
physically  handicapped  persons  and  expectant  mothers  recom¬ 
mended  for  such  treatment  by  their  family  doctor  or  district  nurse. 
Persons  who  receive  any  National  Assistance  benefit  or  whose  sole 
income  is  the  National  Retirement  Pension,  are  eligible  for  free 
treatment  under  the  provisions  of  the  scheme.  Persons  in  receipt 
of  an  income  from  other  sources  may  have  to  pay  towards  the  cost 
of  the  treatment,  depending  on  the  amount  of  the  additional 
income.  Treatment  in  the  first  instance  is  monthly  for  the  first 
six  months,  thereafter  alternate  months,  unless  a  recommendation 
is  received  from  either  the  patient’s  doctor,  the  district  nurse  or  the 
chiropodist,  requesting  further  monthly  treatment. 

The  patients  are  allowed  to  choose  from  a  list  of  recognised 
Chiropodists  the  Chiropodist  they  wish  to  attend  for  treatment.  In 
some  cases  when  the  patient  cannot  attend  the  Chiropodist’s 
surgery  the  Chiropodist  can  visit  the  patient  at  his  /  her  home. 


MENTAL  HEALTH  SERVICE 


Adult  Training  Centre 

Attendances  throughout  the  year  have  been  18,272  attendances 
out  of  a  possible  20,282,  the  absences  being  mainly  due  to 
hospitalisation,  short  term  care,  parents’  holidays  and  casual 
absences. 

Number  on  the  register  at  the  commencement  of  the  year  96 

Number  on  the  register  at  the  close  of  the  year  .  96 

Trainees  placed  in  employment .  4 

Trainees  re -admitted  from  employment .  Nil 

Contract  consignments  have  fluctuated  during  t  he  year 
depending  on  each  individual  firm’s  requirements.  As  a  result 
there  are  times  when  the  Centre  has  little  contract  work  on  hand, 
and  at  other  times  working  to  capacity.  One  firm  for  whom  we 
have  been  engaged  on  contract  work  for  five  years  has  increased 
their  payment  by  50  per  cent.  In  addition  to  the  contract  work  the 
the  trainees  are  engaged  in  handcraft,  woodwork,  metalwork, 
basketry,  etc.,  and  homecraft. 
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The  work  on  the  new  extension  is  under  way  and  should  be 
completed  in  1969.  The  Centre  is  now  fitted  with  an  inter - 
telephone  communication  system,  which  is  proving  of  great 
assistance  to  the  staff. 

Two  of  the  trainees  received  prizes  for  swimming,  one  a  silver 
cup,  and  the  other  a  shield.  Another  trainee  who  had  been  in  the 
Centre  for  nearly  four  years,  is  now  married,  and  is  settling  down 
happily  as  a  housewife.  Four  trainees  have  been  placed  in 
employment  during  the  year,  and  all  appear  to  have  settled  down 
in  their  employment  and  their  new  environment. 

The  Centre  now  boasts  a  football  team;  parents  have  fitted 
their  sons  with  football  boots,  jerseys  and  stockings  will  be  bought, 
and  it  is  hoped  to  arrange  fixtures  with  other  Centres  and  Boys’ 
Clubs.  The  boys  have  had  several  five -a -side  games  which  they 
have  thoroughly  enjoyed. 

All  the  trainees  and  staff  were  twice  entertained  by  the 
Ellesmere  Port  branch  of  the  British  Legion  at  their  headquarters. 
Three  coffee  evenings  were  arranged  between  parents  and  staff,  at 
which  “helpful  and  healthy”  discussions  took  place  in  a  very 
friendly  atmosphere.  Friday  afternoons,  work  permitting,  is  usually 
devoted  to  social  activities,  country  dancing,  etc. 

The  Shell  Refinery  has  presented  the  Centre  with  an  8  m.m. 
Cine  Projector  and  an  8  m.m.  Camera,  both  of  which  will  be  used 
for  filming  activities  of  the  Centre  and  showing  of  educational 
films.  The  projector  will  be  of  particular  value  to  the  Social 
Training  Unit. 


VACCINATION  OF  PERSONS  UNDER  AGE  16 
COMPLETED  DURING  1968 

A.  Completed  Primary  Course — Number  of  persons  under  age  16 

Others 

Year  of  Birth  under  Total 


Type  of 

Vaccine  or  Dose  1968 

1967 

1966 

1965 

1961- 

1964 

age 

16 

At  By 

Clinics  G.P.S 

1. 

Quadruple  DTPP  — 

2. 

Triple  DTPP  691 

802 

108 

30 

38 

4 

858 

815 

3. 

Diphtheria/Pertussis  — 

4. 

Diphtheria/Tetanus  — 

— 

— 

2 

3 

3 

3 

5 

5. 

Diphtheria 

1 

— 

— 

—  1 , 

— 

1 

— 

6. 

Pertussis  — 

7. 

Tetanus 

— 

— 

— 

3 

19 

1 

21 

8. 

Salk  (Poliomyelitis)  — 

9. 

Sabin  „  682 

809 

115 

42 

48 

12 

894 

814 

10. 

Measles  10 

123 

266 

297 

905 

67 

890 

778 
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B.  Reinforcing  Doses — Number  of  persons  under  age  16 

Others 


Year  of 

Birth 

under 

Total 

Type  of 

Vaccine  or  Dose 

1968 

1967 

1966 

1965 

1961- 

1964 

age 

16 

At  By 

Clinics  G.P.s 

1. 

Quadruple  DTPP 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2. 

Triple  DTPP 

— 

421 

760 

53 

379 

44 

717 

940 

3. 

Diphtheria/Pertussis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

4. 

Diphtheria/Tetanus 

— 

— 

1 

11 

822 

53 

774 

113 

5. 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

— 

— 

8 

1 

3 

6 

6. 

Pertussis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

7. 

Tetanus 

— 

— 

— 

1 

6 

5 

— 

12 

8. 

Salk  (Poliomyelitis) 

9. 

Sabin  „ 

1 

161 

151 

45 

1100 

91 

930 

619 

10. 

Measles 

The  above  figures  include  boosters  done  in  schools. 


C.  Smallpox  Vaccination 

Number  of  Persons  1968 


Others 

Year  of  Birth  under  Total 

1965-  1962-  age  At  Bv 
1967  1966  1963  1963  16  Clinics  G.P.S 


1.  Vaccinated  24  1006  439  173  52 

2.  Re- Vaccinated  —  1  1  9  45 


769  925 

1  55 


B.C.G.  VACCINATION 


No.  of  Consent  Forms  issued  . 

No.  of  Consent  Forms  returned  with  parents’ 

consent 

No.  of  Children  Skin  Tested  . 

No.  of  Children  positive  to  Skin  Test  . 

No.  of  Children  negative  to  Skin  Test  . 

No.  of  Children  B.C.G.  Vaccinated . 


1028 

831 

730 

106 

624 

582 


45 
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STATISTICS  RELATING  TO  CASES  OF  TUBERCULOSIS  ON  NOTIFICATION  REGISTERS 

OF  DISTRICT  COUNCILS  IN  THE  DIVISION 
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